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and his estates were confiscated. Qutbu'1-Mulk, who waited
eagerly for such opportunities, succeeded in winning him over
to his side. It was mainly through the intercession of Qutbu'l-
Mulk that Muhammad Amin Khan was allowed to live in
the capital.1
Thus Qutbu'1-Mulk, by his tactful manipulation, succeeded
in gaining the general sympathy of the nobility, while the
policy and behaviour of the Emperor towards men like
Nizamu'1-Mulk and Sarbuland Khan alienated them and shar-
pened their antagonism. Sarbuland Khan \vas reduced to
extreme poverty. All his estates were transferred to Mir Jumla.
His property, including elephants, horses and household
effects, was pawned with his creditors. He had resolved to retire
from the world altogether and to become a recluse. To please
him, Qutbul-Mulk visited him at his place and sent for his
creditors to pay them his debts out of his private treasury. He
also paid the arrears of his officers' pay, sent him presents and
offered him the Subedan of Kabul which had fallen vacant
at that time and thus bound him to his interest by a sense of
obligation. Smarting under disappointment he espoused the
Sayyids' cause.2
Having received many letters from his brother, warning
him of the risks of delay in reaching the capital, the Amiru'l-
Umara, after making necessary arrangements at Aurangabad,
despatched Saifu'd-din 'All Khan to Burhanpur, at the head
of a vanguard of 5,000 men. The latter was directed to pre-
pare camp-equipage and to collect materials of wrar. cAlam
'All Khan, the nephew of the Amiru'l-Umara, whom the latter
had adopted as his son, was appointed his deputy in charge
of the administration of the six subahs of the Deccan. The
Amiru'l-Umara began his march in November 1718 in the
direction of Delhi. His army was about 8,000 strong. Besides,
he was accompanied by sixteen thousand Marathas, under the
command of Balaji Vishwanath, and Khanderao Dabhade,
Santaji Jodhao, Shankaraji Malhar, Santaj! Bhonsla, son
of Parsoji Bhonsla, the Maratha governor of Berar and
the founder of the Bhonsla dynasty of Nagpur. The Aimru'l-
Umara promised Balaji Vishwanath to pay eight annas daily
each to his soldiers from the date of their starting on the
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